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W
h

e
n

 a
d

u
lt L

ittle
s 

ta
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 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 im
p

a
c
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th
e
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ig
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e
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a
y
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m

e
s b

a
c

k
 to

 th
e

 

sim
p

le
 th

in
g

s: The 
sim

plicity of friendship, 
the uncom

plicated act 
of som

eone believing in 
them

 and know
ing their 

Big Brother or Big Sister 
w

ill alw
ays be there.  

D
uring tim

es of uncertainty, 
w

e are often rem
inded of 

the sim
ple things in life and 

how
 im

portant they are. O
ur 

program
 is based on the 

idea that “sim
ple” things like 

friendship, guidance and 
spending tim

e together can 
lead to big m

agic in the future.  

The sim
plicity of our 

program
 m

akes w
hat w

e do 
both effi  cient and a good 
investm

ent. A
t our core, w

e 
are about providing kids w

ith 
positive role-m

odels to help 
them

 reach their full potential.  

W
e know

 w
hat w

e do helps 
youth to achieve success 
in their lives. It has been 
this w

ay for over 39 years 
and as w

e em
bark on our 

40th anniversary, w
e have 

reaffi  rm
ed our com

m
itm

ent 
to helping youth succeed and 
overcom

e negative infl uences. 

Note from 

the D
irector:

The Simple Things
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W
e w

ill w
ork to build new

 and 
innovative partnerships that 
help us to achieve m

ore for 
kids. In addition to expanding 
our service area and m

atching 
m

ore youth, w
e are dedicated 

to enhancing our program
 

to create m
atches that stay 

together longer and build a 
stronger bond. 

W
e know

 that by m
aking these 

enhancem
ents to our program

 
w

e w
ill create m

ore long-term
 

positive outcom
es for youth. 

W
e are challenged by the need 

in our com
m

unity to continue 
grow

ing our program
 and 

enhancing our services. 

W
ith the support of our 

dedicated 
volunteers, 
com

m
itted 

donors 
and caring 
corporate 
partners w

e 
know

 this 
is possible. 
Because 
e

m
p

o
w

e
rin

g
 

k
id

s to
 b

e
 

th
e

ir b
e

st is sim
p

ly
 th

a
t 

im
p

o
rta

n
t.  

4

O
u

r M
issio

n
: 

To help children reach their full potential through 
professionally supported, one-to-one relationships w

ith 
m

easurable im
pact. 

H
e

a
rtla

n
d

 B
ig

 B
ro

th
e

rs B
ig

 S
iste

rs’ V
isio

n
:

To provide successful m
entoring relationships for 

all children w
ho need and w

ant them
, contributing 

to better schools, brighter futures and stronger 
com

m
unities for all. 
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From a B
ig’s 

Perspective
I becam

e a Big Brother six 
years ago, w

hen I w
as in high 

school, so rem
em

bering m
y 

exact reason is tough—
frankly, 

it m
ight have been partially to 

im
press girls! But I very quickly 

realized how
 rew

arding being 
a Big Brother could be, as it 
allow

ed m
e to have a very 

real and noticeable im
pact 

on Robert m
erely by being a 

consistent and positive role 
m

odel.

W
e enjoy doing anything 

w
here w

e can really interact.  
It does not need to alw

ays 
be an elaborate, planned 
activity--som

etim
es our best 

conversations happen w
hen 

he is riding in m
y car.  W

e have 
discussed everything from

 
girls to m

usic, and politics 
to English gram

m
ar! It is 

particularly exciting to see that 
he seem

s to have adopted m
y 

idea on w
hat ‘good’ grades 

are—
he recently com

pleted a 
sem

ester w
ith no grades low

er 
than a B+.

I grew
 up w

ith several positive 
m

ale role m
odels in m

y life—
m

ost notably, m
y father and 

tw
o older brothers—

and they 
undoubtedly had a profound 
im

pact on w
ho I am

 today. 
B

e
in

g
 a

b
le

 to
 b

e
 su

c
h

 a
 

ro
le

 m
o

d
e

l fo
r R

o
b

e
rt 

m
e

a
n

s m
o

re
 th

a
n

 ju
st 

v
o

lu
n

te
e

rin
g

; it m
e

a
n

s 

a
c

tu
a

lly
 h

e
lp

in
g

 to
 

sh
a

p
e

 th
e

 p
e

rso
n

 h
e

 is to
 

b
e

co
m

e
. 

Really, it is diffi  cult to overstate 
the eff ect Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters can have as consistent 
and positive role m

odels for 
young people.

 ~ Cam
eron G

uenzel, 
Big Brother 
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6

• D
onors and volunteers 

m
ade it possible for 1,009 

youth to be m
atched w

ith 
a Big Brother or Big Sister 
in 2008. 

• H
eartland Big Brothers Big 

Sisters w
as nam

ed A
g

e
n

c
y

 o
f 

th
e

 Y
e

a
r by Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of A
m

erica for sustained 
grow

th in the num
ber of 

children served, quality 
program

s and increased 
contributions and funding.

• The agency earned 
the P

in
n

a
c

le
 A

w
a

rd for 
Achievem

ent from
 Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of A
m

erica and w
as 

one of only tw
o agencies in 

H
ig

h
lig

h
ts fro

m
 2

0
0

8
 - 2

0
0

9

the nation to earn this 
honor tw

o years in a 
row

. 

• The agency 
reintroduced the 
T

e
e

n
 P

a
re

n
t 

P
ro

g
ra

m
 to help 

youth develop life skills and 
adapt to the challenges of 
parenthood. 

• In collaboration w
ith Lincoln 

Public Schools, the agency is 
leading a ground breaking 

m
e

n
to

rin
g

 

in
itia

tiv
e to 

address the 
achievem

ent 
gap that exists 
for m

inority 
youth in Lincoln.

• In early 2009, 
the organization 
expanded its 
se

rv
ice

 a
re

a 
to include four 
additional 

counties in the southeast 
corner of N

ebraska: Johnson, 
N

em
aha, Paw

nee and 
Richardson Counties.
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• M
ore individuals, businesses 

and com
m

unity groups 
m

ade fi nancial gifts to the 
organization than ever before, 
m

aking it possible for a
 re

co
rd

 

n
u

m
b

e
r o

f y
o

u
th to benefi t 

from
 a Big Brother or Big Sister 

in 2008. 

• C
-B

 

N
e

b
ra

sk
a

 

B
o

ile
r h

o
ste

d
 

a
 th

ird
 a

n
n

u
a

l 

g
o

lf o
u

tin
g

 

b
e

n
e

fi ttin
g

 

th
e

 a
g

e
n

c
y

. 

N
e

b
ra

sk
a

 

B
o

ile
r h

a
s 

ra
ise

d
 ju

st u
n

d
e

r 

$
2

0
0

,0
0

0
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
is 

e
v

e
n

t.

• Little Brothers and Little 
Sisters along w

ith their Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters 
started the 
A

m
b

a
ssa

d
o

rs group 
that w

ill represent 
the agency at events, 
in interview

s and in 
publications.

• The agency renew
ed 

our com
m

itm
ent to 

creating lo
n

g
e

r a
n

d
 

stro
n

g
e

r m
a

tc
h

e
s that 

m
ake a m

ore positive and 
lasting im

pact in children’s 
lives.
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It is our com
m

itm
ent to 

m
atch the right volunteer 

w
ith the right child at the 

right tim
e. 

W
e m

ake these Big &
 Little 

m
atches w

ith the utm
ost of 

care, because w
e know

 that 
m

atches that are built to last 
lead to m

ore positive 
outcom

es for kids. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is a 
nationally developed and 
tested m

entoring program
 

w
ith standards and procedures 

set through over a 100 years 
of experience. W

ith proven 
volunteer recruitm

ent tools, 

W
h

a
t M

a
k

e
s U

s D
iff e

re
n

tin-depth training, as w
ell 

as m
ulti-faceted m

entoring 
research and evaluation 
m

ethods w
e are constantly 

striving to m
atch m

ore youth 
w

ith quality program
s. M

ost 
im

portantly, w
e provide on-

going support to m
atches and 

fam
ilies. 

W
e are dedicated to expanding 

our outreach to the kids w
ho 

need us m
ost, 

by reaching out 
to traditionally 
underserved 
com

m
unities 

w
ith program

s 
that address 
the challenges, 
they face every 
day. W

e have 
developed 
innovative site 
and com

m
unity 

based m
entoring 

program
s for youth in rural 

com
m

unities, Title I schools 
and youth w

ith an incarcerated 
parent. 
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H
B

B
B

S
 has meant a lot to us through the years. 

I truly think my girls are turning out so great because 

of your program, (I’ll take a little credit, but both 

A
lex and Gina have really helped to shape them into 

such fabulous girls). H
B

B
B

S
 is like family, I believe 

my girls are so fabulous because of your program and 

the positive influence through the years.  I especially 

like how you honored the graduates, A
thena has 

worked so hard and she deserved it.  Thanks again 

for taking the time to care.  
~ K

eri, A
thena’s M

om

 
 

 
 

Big Sister G
ina and Little Sister 

A
thena w

ere m
atched w

hen A
thena w

as 7 years 
old. For the next ten years, G

ina w
atched as A

thena grew
 into a 

responsible and talented young w
om

an. A
lthough G

ina m
oved 

to O
m

aha their bond rem
ained strong and G

ina helped A
thena 

build confi dence to explore new
 talents and take on diff erent 

challenges. Recently, A
thena celebrated her graduation w

ith 
an art show

 and sold several pieces. Proceeds from
 her art are 

going to help pay for her college tuition. A
thena w

as one of only 
fi fteen students accepted into Southeast Com

m
unity College’s 

design program
.  

Gina & Athena

10

P
ro

g
ra

m
 O

u
tco

m
e

s

69%

86%
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The positive infl uences in kids’ lives stay w
ith them

. W
e 

w
ork hard to ensure our day-to-day w

ork translates into 
m

eaningful results, not only for our kids but also for our 
com

m
unity as a w

hole.

P
a

re
n

t’s re
p

o
rt o

n
 th

e
ir c

h
ild

 sin
ce

 b
e

in
g

 m
a

tc
h

e
d

:

B
ig

’s re
p

o
rt o

n
 th

e
ir L

ittle
 sin

ce
 b

e
in

g
 m

a
tc

h
e

d
:

94%

64%

Im
proved relationship 

w
ith fam

ily
71%

Avoid 
delinquency

Im
proved academ

ic 
perform

ance

Im
proved decision 

m
aking

Increased self 
confi dence

Inform
ation collected from

 January 1, 2008 to July 31, 2009. Volunteers and parents are 

regularly surveyed to m
easure program

 outcom
es.
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The average length of 
a School Based m

atch 
is 14.3 m

onths.
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The average length of 
a Com

m
unity Based 

m
atch is 18.4 m

onths.

7
3

%
 o

f o
u

r m
a

tc
h

e
s

 la
s

t fo
r 9

 m
o

n
th

s
 

o
r lo

n
g

e
r.

Length of m
atch is based upon average m

atch length YTD as of July 2009.

12

H
e

a
rtla

n
d

 B
ig

 B
ro

th
e

rs 

B
ig

 S
iste

rs is a
 d

o
n

o
r a

n
d

 

v
o

lu
n

te
e

r su
p

p
o

rte
d

 

o
rg

a
n

iz
a

tio
n

 th
a

t w
o

rk
s 

to
 p

u
t p

o
sitiv

e
 ro

le
 

m
o

d
e

ls in
 th

e
 liv

e
s o

f 

y
o

u
th

 w
h

o
 n

e
e

d
 th

e
m

.  

W
ithout the support of donors, 

corporate partners and 
volunteers, our organization 
w

ould not exist. 

Eighty one percent of every 
donation goes directly to 

m
aking and supporting 

m
atches. The rem

ainder covers 
overall program

 adm
inistration 

and other general costs. 

The agency is fortunate to 
be part of the U

nited W
ay of 

Lincoln and Lancaster County 
and receives grants from

 local 
foundations and governm

ent 
entities.
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M
a

k
in

g
 M

a
tc

h
e

s P
o

ssib
le
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F
in

a
n

c
ia

ls

R
e

v
e

n
u

e
 &

 

S
u

p
p

o
rt

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

G
overnm

ent G
rants

$368,486
$453,312

U
nited W

ay
$152,104

$143,612
Bow

l For Kids’ Sake
$90,385

$102,978
Contributions

$14,007
$78,551

Foundation G
rants

$99,088
$72,000

City/County Funding
$44,756

$57,506
O

ther Incom
e

$20,997
$26,749

Big M
agic Breakfast Pledges

$10,390
$14,065

Poinsettia Sales
$3,118 

$5,809 
Interest

$989 
$29 

T
O

T
A

L
$804,320 

$954,611 

14
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ehind 

every match, 
there is a supporter
who made that match 

possible. W
e are extremely 

grateful to our individual, 
corporate and foundation 

donors for their dedication 
to helping kids and allowing 
us to match more youth 
with B

ig B
rothers 

and B
ig S

isters 
each year.

H
e

a
rtla

n
d

 B
ig

 B
ro

th
e

rs B
ig

 S
iste

rs F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

In 2007, the Board of D
irectors launched the H

eartland Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Foundation in honor of Executive D

irector 
Julie Cervantes-Salom

ons.

 W
ith a gift from

 an anonym
ous donor, the foundation w

as 
established to ensure the sustainability of our organization. 
Fundraising events and individual donors contribute to the 
foundation each year. Currently, the net assets of the foundation 
are $79,776.

Chad M
elcher

U
nion Bank & Trust

Tom
 Lannin

C-B N
ebraska Boiler

Lisa M
oore

U
nion Bank & Trust

Tim
 Clare

Rem
bolt Ludtke

G
eorgia G

lass
Resort Lifestyle Com

m
unities

Pete Ferguson
Lincoln Public Schools

H
e

a
rtla

n
d

 B
ig

 B
ro

th
e

rs B
ig

 S
iste

rs 

F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 B
o

a
rd
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L
e

a
d

e
rsh

ip
 G

iv
in

g
 C

irc
le

M
em

bers of the Leadership Giving Circle gave fi nancial gifts of $1,000 or m
ore in 2008.

A
rby’s D

RM
A

m
erican Boiler

A
m

eritas
B &

 R Stores
Big Brothers Big Sisters of A

m
erica

M
arian Christensen

C-B N
ebraska Boiler

Julie Cervantes-Salom
ons

Continental W
estern G

roup
D

illon Foundation
D

oane College
Experian
Beki Ferguson
Char Fifer
G

allup
G

A
P Foundation

D
eryl H

am
ann

G
ary H

am
ilton

H
avelock Business 

A
ssociation

John &
 Vicki H

uff 
M

. Colleen Jones
Kim

m
el Foundation

Lancaster County Joint Budget                  
Com

m
ittee

Lancaster County Board
Lincoln Benefi t Life
Lincoln Com

m
unity O

utreach 
Foundation
John Losito 
M

 &
 M

 Seacrest Fam
ily 

Foundation
M

EN
TO

R/Care G
iver’s Choice

Robert &
 Cynthia M

illigan 
N

atcom
N

ebraska Child A
buse Prevention 

Fund

N
ebraska Crim

e Com
m

ission
N

elnet
Pegler Fam

ily Foundation
Richardson, N

em
aha, Paw

nee and 
Johnson County Board
Runza N

ational
Sam

’s Club
Saline County Board
G

reg Slack

The Sow
ers Club of Lincoln

State Farm
 Insurance

Robert St-D
enis

Sun Valley Lanes
Square D

 by Schneider Electric 
Foundation
TierO

ne Bank
Trabue Industrial System
U

nion Bank &
 Trust

U
nited W

ay of Lincoln and 
Lancaster County
U

.S. D
epartm

ent of Education
U

.S. D
epartm

ent of H
ealth and 

H
um

an Services
W

al-M
art

16Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters
6201 Havelock Ave.
Lincoln, NE   68507

2008 - 2009  Board of Directors

Liz Shotkoski  Gallup

Tim Clare  Rembolt Ludtke LLP

Pete Ferguson  Lincoln Public Schools

Wade Walkenhorst  TierOne Bank

Gary Hamilton  Hamilton Financial

Georgia Glass  Resort Lifestyle Communities 

Ami Graham  Triad Broadcasting

Marty Jarvis  B & R Stores

Chassidy Jackson  Lincoln Police Department

Jay Jacox  Lincoln Public Schools

Stephanie Dinger  Union Bank & Trust

Bill Thurmond  Lincoln Public Schools

Ashley Wimes  Nebraska Wesleyan


