
Dear Friends,

First, I want to thank you for your continued support of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Greater Twin Cities (BBBS). Because of the warm and generous 
spirit of our donors, volunteers and advocates, BBBS is building a stronger 
society – one child at a time.

I cannot stress enough how important the role each of you plays in this en-
deavor is. Whether you support us financially, or you give our Little Brothers 

and Sisters your time and expertise, or you advocate on our behalf throughout your professional and 
personal networks, your efforts are making a BIG difference in our 11-county service area.

This past spring, we kicked off our first ever alumni fundraising campaign. We are challenging cur-
rent and alumni Bigs and alumni Littles to raise $24,000, the amount needed to support 20 matches 
for a year. The money will be used for Big Brothers and Sisters’ orientation and training, processing 
applications, matching Little Brothers and Sisters with mentors, providing information packets and 
supporting our matches. To date, we are about one-quarter of the way to our goal. If you are a cur-
rent Big Brother or Sister or a BBBS program alumni, call today to pledge your support.

This coming fall, we will begin a comprehensive advocacy project in order to raise public awareness 
and generate government support for BBBS’ mentoring programs. Specifically, we will focus 
on securing government funding for mentoring an especially vulnerable population of children–  
those who have a parent or significant family member who is under some form of incarceration 
or supervision.

And, as always, we continue to engage volunteer mentors who will give a few hours a month to 
spend quality time with a young person. Join us on November 21, 2008, at the Metropolitan Ball-
room in Minneapolis to celebrate our volunteers and supporters. We have a special guest this year. 
Hill Harper, national BBBS spokesman and star of television drama, CSI: NY, will deliver the keynote 
address. To learn more, please see the “Save the Date” information on the back page. 

Finally, I end this letter with great news! We are so proud of our efforts to provide educational and 
career resources to our graduating Little Brothers and Sisters and our High School Big Brothers and 
Sisters, and I am very excited to report that, this year, 59 students have been granted scholarships for 
post-secondary education. I encourage everyone who knows a young person in our program to con-
tact Willy Tully, our Education and Enrichment Activities Coordinator, to get him/her started on the 
path to pursuing education or training beyond high school.

Together we are painting a brighter future for our children, our communities and our state.

Sincerely,

Gloria C. Lewis
President and CEO
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Twin Cities

 

Did you know that you can 
make donations of stock and 
appreciated assets to BBBS? 
You can even name BBBS 
as the beneficiary of your 
insurance policy! There are 
a variety of planned giving 
and bequest arrangements 
that are available to help 
perpetuate support for the 
services BBBS provides. Look 
for further deals about the 
new BBBS Planned Giving 
Campaign in the coming 
months.
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Abiye Ketema knows the meaning of hardship. Arriving in the 
U.S. as a 14-year-old orphan from Ethiopia, Abiye lacked guidance 
for much of his young adult life. Now, as a successful adult, he 
strives to put his life lessons into practice as a Big Brother to 
16-year-old Alex.

Abiye and Alex have similar backgrounds. “We both grew up close to our grandparents. 
Neither of my parents were around, so I kind of understand how that experience affects 
him,” Abiye says. “Alex doesn’t really need a lot of help. He is the type of young man who 
could go far with a little encouragement and guidance, and I understand exactly how to 
provide that to him.” Abiye takes special interest in the pair’s walk-and-talk sessions. “My 
favorite thing to do with Alex is to spend time talking about how far he could go in life while 
walking in a mall or at the park. I share in his passion about the things he likes to do and 
who he wants to be in the future.”

Abiye decided to become a Big Brother as a means to provide mentorship and guidance to 
the younger generation. “As a youngster, I was always very ambitious and goal-oriented, 
but information was limited because of the lack of adult input,” Abiye says. His goals of 
becoming successful were realized through his own determination and drive. Abiye believes 
that things would have been a lot easier for him had there been a mentor in his life. As a 
result, he is a strong advocate for reaching today’s youth by engaging in life with them, 
instead of from a distance. 

Since their match began a year ago, Abiye has noted considerable strides in Alex’s openness 
toward him and others. He encourages Alex to take up public speaking, explaining to him 
that it is one of the traits of a well-rounded person. “Alex is very shy. He doesn’t say much. 
When we first met, I was the only one who was doing the talking. Now, Alex is opening up 
to me,” Abiye says. At a recent Board of Directors meeting, Alex spent time addressing the 
board on the impact that Abiye and BBBS has made in his life, moving some directors to 
tears. “He speaks very well in front of a group of people,” Abiye says.

When Abiye decided to become a Big, he wasn’t sure what difference he would be able to 
make in the life of a child. But the expectations he had coming into the experience have 
been far surpassed. “I am really happy to be a part of Alex’s life, and I couldn’t be more 
proud to call him my Little Brother. I am very excited to see him reach his dreams and 
goals, and I will do anything to help make that happen.” 

Asked about the most rewarding aspect of his time spent with Alex so far, Abiye replies with 
a true Big Brother response: “I love being able to impact his life. If Alex always looks forward 
to being around me, and I know that he is happy with all the things we do, that means the 
world to me. I want to be his best friend, someone he could talk to about anything. I believe 
if every child had the right person to talk to, someone who guides them in the right way, 
they would be able to make the right decisions and reach their full potential.”
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BBBS is excited to announce the 
Bigs for Kids Challenge! To help 
achieve our vision of providing 
a mentor to every young per-
son who wants or needs one, 
we are challenging Bigs to refer 
2,000 new volunteers for this fall. 
While this may sound daunting, 
each Big only has to refer one 
person for us to reach the goal. 
Of course, we want to strongly 
encourage the referral of more 
than just one person per Big, 
so for those people who have a 
competitive spirit we are offering 
a prize to the Community-based 
Big and School-based Big who 
refer the most volunteers! Each 
winner will receive two tickets to 
the 2009 Awards Gala, our big-
gest event of the year, and will 
be recognized in fall communi-
cations.   

The Bigs for Kids Challenge will 
run during August and Septem-
ber. Referred volunteers must 
attend an orientation session 
or interview during these two 
months to count towards the 
challenge. New volunteers will 
need to fill out a referral card and 
bring it with them to orientations 
and interviews for tracking pur-
poses. To get referral cards, Bigs 
can ask their Match Coordina-
tor or download them from our 
website. There also will be extra 
referral cards at orientations and 
interviews. 

Please note, High School Bigs 
are able to participate in this 
challenge. However, the chal-
lenge months for High School 
Bigs are September and October. 
The same rules apply. The High 
School Big who refers the most 
volunteers (other high school 
students or adults) will be able 
to choose between two tickets 
to the Gala or a night out on the 
town courtesy of BBBS. 

BBBS would like to thank all our 
Bigs in advance for helping us 
meet our goal. With everyone’s 
help, we are confident that we 
can get closer to serving more of 
the young people in our commu-
nity who need us. 

BIGS for 
KIDS 

Challenge!



Rebecca Bravo knows firsthand the positive impact that a 

mentor can have on a young person’s life. When she was 

11 years old, Rebecca was matched with her Big Sister, 

Grace. Their match officially closed when Rebecca turned 

18 and graduated from high school. However, they contin-

ued to stay in contact with each other on a regular basis 

until a few years ago when Grace entered a convent. Even 

though Grace’s current location makes it harder for the 

two to communicate, they still have a strong relationship 

and keep in touch by writing letters.

	

A mother of four, Rebecca loves to spend time with her children. In honor of her Big Sister, she named her youngest daughter Gracie. 

Gracie’s name serves as a reminder of the powerful affect that Grace had on Rebecca’s life. Rebecca notes that she was a defiant child and 

that her Big Sister changed her for the better. “Grace reigned me back in,” Rebecca says. “Unlike my parents, Grace never told me what to do. 

She just steered me in the right direction.” Rebecca valued Grace’s opinion so highly, she always took it very seriously. During their match re-

lationship, Rebecca and Grace enjoyed outdoor activities and playing sports. Rebecca has especially fond memories of the canoe trips they 

took at Lake Calhoun and the Boundary Waters. 

	

Recently, Rebecca’s 10 year-old son, Pedro, was matched with his Big Brother, Eric. When 

Rebecca saw the flyers at her son’s school for a BBBS after-school program, she immediately 

enrolled him in it. According to Rebecca, Pedro does not have many good, male role mod-

els in his life, and she feels he is at the age when older males are extremely important and 

influential. Rebecca hopes that her son has the same positive experiences in the program that 

she had years ago. Most of all, Rebecca hopes that Eric will be someone Pedro can count on 

during his teenage years and will help steer him in the right direction. 

Parent 
Spotlight: 
Rebecca Bravo
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Willie is 
waiting 
for a Big 
Brother!

Rebecca’s son, Pedro, and his Big Brother Eric

Rebecca with son, Pedro, and daughters, Gracie, left, and Victoria, right. 
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The 13th Annual St. Paul Saints Game was held on Sunday, May 4, at Midway Stadium. The St. 
Paul Saints and Ed Christie of Forepaugh’s Restaurant treated matches to a pre-game picnic. 
Little Brother KJ threw out the first pitch to start the game. More than 400 Bigs and Littles 
attended the event, and all were delighted by the wonderful weather, great food and exciting 
game. Thank you to all our sponsors for once again making this event a huge success!

This past spring, community members witnessed a BIG Day on the Hill at the Minnesota State 
Capitol Rotunda. On Wednesday, March 12, more than 100 Littles, Bigs and advocates for BBBS 
gathered to show their support for mentoring programs. The event focused on the many ben-
efits mentoring relationships have on young people, especially the role they play in preventing 
youth violence. Speakers at this year’s event included Senator Linda Higgins (DFL) and Rep-
resentative Augustine “Willie” Dominguez (DFL), both strong advocates for children’s issues 
throughout their political careers. Big Brother Jim Diesing and his Little Brother, David, also 
shared their personal experiences at the rally. Jim described the transformation David has made 
from a struggling student to a confident young man. David is now a passionate volunteer and an 
excellent student. BBBS President and CEO, Gloria Lewis, called upon caring community 
members, asking them to become mentors to the young people in our communities. BBBS 
also took the time to thank the state legislature for their continued support of mentoring 
programs.

BBBS volunteers and advocates from all over the Twin Cities area gathered on 
Thursday, May 15, to play casino-like games and mingle at “Big Night at the Casino.” 
The fundraiser was a huge success, with more than 100 guests in attendance, at the 
Great Waters Brewing Company in Saint Paul. Professional dealers volunteered their 
time to instruct attendees how to play a variety of games. The Texas Hold ‘Em Tourna-
ments were a huge hit! The raffle drawing featured fabulous prizes, such as a dinner 
boat party for 12 on Lake Minnetonka, a weekend stay at Elbow Lake Lodge and Minnesota 
Twins tickets.

A BIG Day on Capitol Hill

St. Paul Saints Game

A BIG Night at the Casino

Top right: President & CEO Gloria Lewis calls the community to action.

Bottom right:  Little Sister Ana shows her support for BBBS.

Little Brother KJ winds up for the first pitch of the game!

Dealer Tim Parrott plays black-
jack with Al and Carly Grogan.
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High School Bigs were honored at an awards ceremony held at Roseville Central Park on 
Saturday, May 17. Twenty-five Bigs came to compete in the BBBS Inferno Challenge Course. 
Students were split into teams to complete a series of mini-challenges. Once a team worked 
together to complete a task, they received a letter. At the end of the race, letters were unscram-
bled to solve a riddle. Teams that solved the riddle were entered into a drawing at the end of 
the evening. There were many prizes, including an IPOD® and tickets to Valleyfair, the Science Museum 
and the movie theater. After the games, participants were able to enjoy grilled hot dogs and hamburgers. 
Each Big received an award with the words, “You Rock,” painted on a stone. All of the High School Bigs 
had a fantastic time at the event, which was planned by 12 students on the BBBS High School Advisory 
Board.

On Monday, June 23, more than 50 Bigs and Littles spent their morning practicing 
their golf swings with the help of PGA Assistant Pros at a golf clinic located at the Halla 
Greens Executive Course in Chanhassen. At the end of the clinic, there was a putting 
contest for the Littles. The winner received a full set of golf clubs, donated by Callaway®. 
Next, the group headed to the Interlachen Country Club in Edina for lunch, followed 
by a golf-trick show and finally an opportunity to view the Women’s U.S. Open prac-

tice rounds first-hand. The day was part of the program, “Birdies for Big Brothers,” which donates 
money to BBBS for every birdie made during a Minnesota Section PGA golf tournament for Assistant 
Professionals this summer. Everyone had a fantastic time spending the day on the course under the 
beautiful sunny skies. Mike Herzog, Big Brother and Assistant Pro at Interlachen, reported his Little 
told him that the day was the most fun he had ever had.

High School Bigs YOU ROCK! Awards

Day at the Links: PGA Women’s Open

On Monday, July 21, 121 golfers celebrated the 11th Annual Arby’s Charity Tour at 
Tartan Park in Lake Elmo and raised more than $117,000 for BBBS. Participants 
were thrilled to be on the course with Minnesota sports icons, Tubby Smith and Neal 
Broten, especially Big Brother Josh Smith and Little Brother Jason who were given 
the opportunity to play with them. Smith is currently the head coach for University 
of Minnesota men’s basketball, and Broten is a former Minnesota North Star player 
who became a world champion when the U.S. hockey team won the gold medal in the 1980 Olympics in Moscow. 

The Arby’s Charity Tour Greater Twin Cities consisted of a round of golf followed by a 
reception, auction and awards presentation. The Arby’s Charity Tour bus and #17 Matt 
Kenseth Arby’s NASCAR® Nationwide Series car made their final stop at the golf tourna-
ment after a week of hosting community events around the Twin Cities. Since 1998, the 
tournament has raised more than $2 million to generate awareness and funds for BBBS.

Arby’s Charity Tour

Little Brother Garrett, who won in the putting contest,  with his new Callaway Junior Golf Clubs

Team Ecolab, including Board 
member, John Vegas (second 
from left)

Top from left to right: Big Brother Josh, Coach Tubby Smith, Little Brother Jason, 
Neal Broten and Arby’s Charity Tour President, Greg Hawkins

Bottom: BBBS Board Chair Chuck Roehrick at the top of his backswing

High School Bigs 



a LITTLE bit of YOU makes a BIG DIFFERENCE

Little Sister Patricia and Big Sister Darlene , who is also BBBS’ 
Manager of Community Outreach and Volunteer Recruitment

Rook is waiting 
for a mentor!
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Alicia Schwarz, Vice President 
of Evaluation, Information and 
Special Projects, was selected for 
the 2008 Margaret Slack Award 
for Professional Development 
by Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America. The award is given 
annually to a Big Brothers Big 
Sisters staff member who has 
demonstrated an exceptional 

degree of professionalism and 
quality of service. 
Alicia began her career at BBBS 
in 2001 and has consistently 
demonstrated an outstanding 
level of professionalism and 
commitment to quality in every 
aspect of her work. She effec-
tively collaborates and partners 
with other BBBS agencies and 
the national office. Through her 
work, Alicia has gained signifi-
cant community support for our 
organization and its programs. 

At the same time that she has 
been deeply committed to our 
agency, Alicia has continued 
to pursue her own educational 
development. She is currently 

in the final phases of receiving 
her Master’s in Leadership from 
Augsburg College. Alicia also 
participates in the University of 
Minnesota’s Evaluation Fellow 
Program, a cohort for evalua-
tors, funders and youth-serving 
program providers.

Alicia plans to use the funds 
from this award to further 
her personal and professional 
growth. Alicia states, “My experi-
ences as a member of the BBBS 
team have been positive and 
growth-oriented. It is because 
of my work here that I continue 
to remain energized and excited 
about what BBBS is doing for 
young people in our region.”

Alicia will receive a $1,000 award 
from the Margaret Slack Endow-
ment Fund, established to honor 
the memory of Margaret Slack, 
a dedicated field manager who 
died in 1991. The Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of America Board of 
Directors created the fund in 
1992.

Update: As we go to press, we are 
sad to announce that Alicia has 
accepted a position with Target 
Corporation. We are so very proud 
of the work she’s done for BBBS 
over the past seven years and wish 
her the best of luck in this new 
phase of her career. We will miss 
Alicia very much!

Big/Alumni Giving 
Challenge Update
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Last year, current Bigs 
and BBBS Alumni 
donated $12,000 to 
our agency, which 
enabled us to support 
10 matches for a year. 
This year, our goal is to 
double the number of 
matches supported by 
Bigs and BBBS Alumni. 

To meet our goal, we 
are challenging current 
and Alumni Bigs and 
Alumni Littles to raise 
$24,000, the amount 
needed to support 20 
matches for a year. It 
costs $1,200 to support 
one match for one year. 

The money is used for 
Bigs’ orientation and 
training, processing 
applications, matching 
Little Brothers and 
Sisters with mentors, 
providing information 
packets and supporting 
our matches. 

To count towards the 
challenge, gifts must 
be first-time donations 
from Bigs/Alumni or 
renewal donations from 
Bigs/Alumni that are a 
30-percent increase from 
their previous gift. 

Since the beginning of 
April 2008, the challenge 

has already raised more 
than $3,700. To kick off 
the BBBS Bigs/Alumni 
Challenge, Foster and 
Elaine Cole – long-time 
supporters and a dedicated 
Big Alumni Couple – 
donated a lead gift and will 
donate the funds to support 
an additional match when 
our goal is met.

Donations may be sent to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of the Greater Twin Cities, 
2550 University Ave. West, 
Suite 410N, St. Paul, MN, 
55114, or you make an 
online donation at
www.bigstwincities.org.

Tickets, auction purchases 
and workplace giving 
donations are not included 
in the challenge. If you 
are an alumni of BBBS, 
please identify yourself as 
a former participant when 
you donate to ensure that 
your donation is counted 
towards the challenge. 

Can you help us 

meet our goal? 

We need to raise 

money for 16 more 

matches!

The deadline for 
the challenge is 

November 21, 2008. 
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Joyce, Michael and John DeVito

Donor Spotlight: DeVitos
Joyce and Michael DeVito 
became involved in BBBS 
in 1995 through their con-
tribution to the Bowl for 
Kid’s Sake (BFKS) event, an 
annual fundraiser to raise 
money for our agency. The 
family thoroughly enjoyed 
the BFKS event and has con-
tinued to make contributions 
towards this event since their 
first donation in 1995. In 
February, Joyce and Michael 
attended the 10th Annual 
BBBS Awards Gala. After 
hearing inspirational stories 
and realizing the needs of the 
organization, they decided to 
significantly increase their 
donation to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters. According to Joyce, 
“It was incredible to hear the 
stories and realize the needs 
of the children for mentors. 
We felt we could truly help 
and wanted to positively 
impact the kids.”

Their generosity and enthusi-
asm for supporting the com-
munity was passed onto their 
seven-year-old son, John. 
When John participated in 
the Wells Fargo BFKS earlier 
this year, his parents encour-
aged him to give part of his 
allowance to help other kids. 
They explained how donat-
ing money at BFKS helps 
kids to be matched with a 
mentor. Before the event, 
John asked his mom how 
much he should give. Joyce 
let John decide. After learn-
ing how much it costs to run 
the BBBS program, John 
decided to donate all of the 
$15 he had saved over the 
past few months. The family 
had a great time at the BFKS 
event, and on the way home, 
John began asking if he 
could donate again next year. 
Today, John has an envelope 
that reads “Big Brothers 

Big Sisters.” He puts one 
dollar of his seven-dollar 
allowance in the envelope 
every week, which he plans 
to donate to the BFKS 
Community Day event in 
November. 

The DeVito family truly 
inspires others to give 
and serve the community. 
“To see their son choose to 
share his allowance speaks 
volumes about their fam-
ily values,” Board member 
and Michael’s Wells Fargo 
colleague John Hueg said. 
“Certainly their son has 
learned these lessons from 
Mom and Dad and then 
chose to act on what he has 
learned. They bring so much 
passion and energy to every-
thing they do. The DeVito’s 
are a wonderful family who 
truly choose to give freely of 
themselves.”

This year, Joyce is volun-
teering on the committee 
for the Awards Gala. Mi-
chael is a new member of 
the Corporate and Founda-
tion Giving Subcommittee 
for BBBS and has coordi-
nated teams for the 2008 
BFKS. BBBS would like to 
thank Joyce, Michael and 
John for their contribu-
tions and their passion for 
helping the young people 
in our communities. 

Save The Date

AMF Southtown Lanes, 7800 Penn Avenue South, Bloomington
Teams of five will join BBBS matches to enjoy two games of bowling, 
free shoe rental, food and beverages, T­shirts and prizes. 
To register, go to www.firstgiving.com/bbbsgtc. 

If you have questions about registration, please e­mail 
Sara Gumke at sgumke@bigtwincities.org.

Saturday, November 1, 2008
2:00 ­ 4:00 P.M.

/

 November 2008
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Annexstad Scholarship 
(variable dollar amounts, renewable)
1st Year Scholars
Phong Chang – St. Olaf College
Cameron Cochran – University of St. Thomas
Danielle Goodwin – Augsburg College
Charlotte Guggenberger – Augsburg College
Paris Koehler – Southwest Minnesota State University
Tong Thao – Gustavus Adolphus College
Mindy Ung – Gustavus Adolphus College
2nd Year Scholars
Courtney Bell – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Nadvia Davis – Gustavus Adolphus College
Ashley Dubose – Gustavus Adolphus College
Veronica Dubose – Gustavus Adolphus College
Sherry Durrah – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Zakiya Edwards – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Michael Martin – Minnesota State University-Moorhead
Lisa Paulson – University of Minnesota-Duluth
Debra Walker – Southwest Minnesota State University (Transferring)
3rd Year Scholars
Cody Drobnick – St. Mary’s University of Minnesota-Winona

Temali Scholarship 
($4,000 per year, renewable for up to 2 years)
Choua Yang (HS Big) (2nd year) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Page Education Foundation Grant 
($1,000 - $2,500 per year, renewable)
1st Year Scholars
Kiara Malone (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Carrie Moua (HS Big) – Gustavus Adolphus College
Ikran Muhamud (HS Big) – Concordia University
LaQuana Pierce – Hamline University
Sequinna Smith (HS Big) – Minneapolis Community and Technical 
College
Pang Vang (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Lee Vue (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Chue Vue (HS Big) – St. Olaf College
Xue Yang (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Yer Yang (HS Big) – Gustavus Adolphus College
2nd Year Scholars
Alejandra Andrade (HS Big) – College of Saint Benedict
Kanita Dangerfield – Minneapolis Community and Technical College
Ashley Dubose – Gustavus Adolphus College
Emmanuel Livingstone (HS Big) – Saint John’s University
Cheetara McKinley – Minneapolis Community and Technical College
Shee Xiong (HS Big) – College of Saint Benedict
Rashad White – Minneapolis Community and Technical College
3rd Year Scholars
Richard Terrell –North Central University

Wallin Scholarship ($16,000 over 4 years)
1st Year Scholars
Amy Guan (HS Big) – Drake University
Brian Mueggenberg (HS Big) – Saint Cloud State University

Wallin Scholarship, continued 
LaShaya Stewart (HS Big) – Morgan State University
Koua Xiong (HS Big) – Grinnell College
Jackie Yang (HS Big) – St. Olaf College
Yer Yang (HS Big) – Gustavus Adolphus College
2nd Year Scholars
Nadvia Davis – Gustavus Adolphus College
Sherry Durrah – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Zakiya Edwards – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Gates Millenium Scholarship 
(variable dollar amounts, renewable)
Koua Xiong (HS Big) – Grinnell College

Horatio Alger Scholarship ($4,000 over 4 years)
Tong Thao – Gustavus Adolphus College
Xue Yang (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Yer Yang (HS Big) – Gustavus Adolphus College
2nd Year Scholars
Debra Walker ($20,000 over 4 years) – Southwest Minnesota State 
University
Jaleesa Cohen (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Choua Yang (HS Big) – University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Shee Xiong (HS Big) – College of Saint Benedict
Sue Feng Vue (HS Big) – Saint John’s University

Power of YOU (Minneapolis Community and Technical College)
1st Year Scholars
Kiaya Coppage
Katherine Cato, Jr.
2nd Year Scholars
Cheetara McKinley
Kanita Dangerfield

I-LEAD Fellowship/Scholarship 
(College of Saint Benedict/Saint John’s University)
2nd Year Scholars
Alejandra Andrade (HS Big)
Emmanuel Livingstone (HS Big)
Shee Xiong (HS Big)

Outstanding Individuals
Tong Thao – attending Gustavus Adolphus College
Annexstad Family Foundation Scholarship ($8,265 per year, renewable)
Horatio Alger Minnesota Scholarship ($1,000 per year, renewable)
Page Education Foundation Scholarship (Declined because of excess 
financial aid)
Multicultural Excellence Program Scholarship 
Gustavus Adolphus Academic Scholarship

Yer Yang (HS Big) – attending Gustavus Adolphus College
Harrington Foundation Scholarship ($2,000 per year, renewable)
Horatio Alger Minnesota Scholarship ($1,000 per year, renewable)
Page Education Foundation Scholarship ($1,500 per year, renewable)
Wallin Scholarship ($4,000 per year, renewable)
William C. & Corrine J. Dietrich Award ($5,000 per year, renewable)

Painting a Brighter Future:
2008 Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Recipients

BBBS is proud to announce our 2008 Big Brothers Big Sisters scholarship winners. Congratulations to all of our Little Brothers and 
Sisters and our High School Big Brothers and Sisters who received college scholarships this year. Their success illustrates the power 
of our education and enrichment activities. 

To learn more about the many post-secondary resources available in our communities, please contact Willy Tully, Education and 
Enrichment Activities Coordinator, at 651-789-2445.



This list names only a few of the people and organizations whose generosity makes it possible for BBBS to serve its mission. 
Due to space constraints, we are unable to list everyone who provided support for our work. Thank you to all our supporters.
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
$200,000+
Estate of Eleanor Pederson

$10,000-25,000
Bill and Jeannie Buckner
Marti Morfitt and Patrick Weber
Chuck and Terri Roehrick
Dr. Reed V. Tuckson and 
	 Mrs. Margie M. Tuckson
E. Thomas and Rita Welch

$5,000-9,999
Al and Cathy Annexstad
Anonymous
Sarah Buxton and Julie Brown
Mike and Renee Carrel
Dick and Joyce McFarland 
	 Family Fund
Neil and Julie McKay
Colleen and David Reitan
Frank and Robyn Sims
Ed Uihlein Family Foundation

$1000-4,999
Robert and Carolyn Albright
Paul and Jayne Anderson
Anonymous - Ameriprise
Anonymous - Andersen 
	 Corporation
Anonymous - General Mills, Inc.
Anonymous - Target Headquarters
Anonymous - Thomson West
Paul and Lynne Blomgren
Colin and Julia Breyer
Mary Brown and Donald Himsl
Edward and Judy Cannon
Foster and Elaine Cole
Michael and Joyce DeVito
David and Margaret Dines
Jaime Douglas
Jeffrey Ebert
Stephen Erdall
Michael and Jane Felmlee
John and Amy Hueg
Shirley J. Hughes
Jennifer Jenson
Michael A. Joslin
David and Leigh Kaercher
Mike and Nancy Keller
Laurie and Daniel Lafontaine
Gloria and Craig Lewis
Mike and Patti Marinovich
Hector E. Martinez

Michael McAnder
Cornell and Wenda Weekes 
	 Moore
Gary and Deborah Nelson
Kimberly and Steve Nguyen
Benjamin and Lynn Oehler
Eric Palmehn
Mark Peterson
Kimberly and Ronald Price
Steven Radtke
Mary M. Russell
Robert and Sharon Ryan
Scott A. Schroepfer and 
	 Jacqueline S. Churchill
Richard M. Schulze
Tim and Pam Scullin
Guy and Susan Shoemaker
Adam Simmet
Jim and Sheri Simpson
Aaron Tatone
James and Gabrielle Thon
Emily Tritabaugh
Kelly Van den Berghe
John and Rachael Vegas
Corey C. Weber
Matthew and Janine Yordy

$500-999
Marcia Ailport
Roz Andreucci
James Andrews
Anonymous - 3M
Anonymous - HSBC Bank
Anonymous - Polaris Industries 
	 Inc.
Anonymous - UnitedHealth Group
Anonymous - Washington County
Jason Chu
Martin Conover and Jeffery 
	 Kirkwood
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Fred Dickson
Michael Dimond
Dave and Kathy Eide
Karla Ekdahl and Peter 
	 Hutchinson
Steven Fritze
Jason P. Gerard
Richard and Sheridan Hafdal
Michelle M. Haupt
E.J. Henderson
Tim C. Johnson
Jayne E. Kennelly
Elisabeth and Corey Kline
Joe Kolstad

Larry and Tammy Kuenster
Lisbeth LaBreche and 
	 Eric Johnson
Paul Lehnertz
Andre Lewis
Durjoy Mazumdar
Robert L. McCollum
Stanley McCoy
Dirk C. McMahon
James and Terese Miller
Melanie K. Miller
Bryan and Shelly Moen
Travis and Holly Morehead
Lisa Mulcare
Nancy and Bob Oliker
Brandon Oslund
Greg and Cynthia Page
Bud Pappas
Dave and Sue Pearce
Bill Prairie
Paul and Amina Rinkes
Scott and Amy Robinson
Frank and Betsy Russomanno
Jeffery S. Savage
Suzanna and Kraig Smiegowski
Kristin E. Stout
Brian and Janice Sweeney
Susan K. Swenson
Pete and Adrienne Thorpe
Greg Thorsen
Thomas and Angela Wicka
David and Megan Young

$100-499
Brad and Lynn Adams
Amjad Ahmad and Joan Peterson
Thomas P. Akin
Lynn and Mary Alberts
Barb and Tran Alfrey
Todd Allison
Donette Ambrosy
Brent T. Anderson
Cheryl M. Anderson
Chris Anderson
Troy R. Anderson
Anonymous - Lund Food 
	 Holdings, Inc.
Anonymous - Medica
Gordon B. Asselstine
Mary Author
Davi E. Axelson
Douglas Bailey
Sarah and Wayne Bailey
Keri J. Baird-Maage
Yvonne Baller

Richard and Debra Barta
Joel M. Baumgartner
Victoria J. Bayerl
Doris P. Baylor
Steven Beavers
Christine Becker
Julia Beckey
John J. Bellino III
Markus Benson
Jesse J. Bergman
Drew J. Bergstrom
Kayla Yang Best
Heidi Bjugstad
Linda and Dale Blyth
Chad Boisseau
Josh Branville
Desmond E. Brobby
Michael S. Brophy
Laurie and Dale Broucek
Britta D. Brown
Joseph G. Brown
Terence A. Brown
Gregory Brucker
Jeffrey E. Buescher
James Burnett
Ryan R. Burns
Jeffrey and Anne Burt
Kirsten and Patrick Burton
Deb Butler
Phil Campbell
Jean Cash
Gina Cesaretti and Michael Iwan
Natalie Chapman
Eric D. Christensen
Benjamin M. Christenson
Randall and Teresa Christenson
Ronald Christenson
Kelly A. Christianson
Ed Christie
Doron Clark
Richard A. Cochlin
Jason A. Coffel
Robert and Mary Colbert
Martin Cole
David and Harriet Conkey
Steven J. Connolly
Gregory and Kristie Cook
Nancy E. Cooke
Walter Coombe
Roger and Ruth Cooney
Pat and Anita Cooper
Peter Cote
Virginia C. Cothran
Juan and Renee Cristiani
Ryan D. Crosby
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Tucker  and Caroline Dahl
Susan A. Davis
Martha Delaney
Cory and Emily Deluca
Jeffrey Demeny
Susan Devito
Michael and Kristi Dick
Jeremy D. Diebling
Barry Dietrich
Curt Dischinger
Craig and Astrid Diviney
Mark Dixon
Mary M. Dunn
Scott K. Eggert
Peter J. Eichten
Michelle A. Eikam
Thomas and Diane Emer
Barbara B. Engen
Jim and Barb Eppel
Dawn Epps
Michelle M. Evans
Sheila Farmer
Tim and Kathryn Fetterly
David Fettig and Nancy Baldrica
Jeffrey O. Fink
Daniel Flesher
Mary Jo Flynn
Scott Folstad
Jack and Madeline Foss
Jim and Kim Frederick
Daniel Funk
David P. Gabel
Leah Gabrielson
Ann Gagen
Rosemarie Gagnon
John and Leslie Garner
Bayard and Melissa Gennert
Michael and Lisa Goede
Merle Bell Gonzales
Paul V. Gonzalez
Sarah Gordon
Jennifer A. Greene
Eric and Kirsten Gregerson
Steve and Annice Gregerson
Jason S. Grev
Thomas L. Grezek, Jr.
Patricia M. Gries
Phil Griffin
Kathleen Y. Guck
Harry J. Gwinnell
Patti Hague and Barbara Merrill
David D. Hall
Jerome and Crystal Hamilton
Jodi Hammer
Randall Hanna
Barbara J. Hanson
Scott P. Hanych
Sandra Harris
Ariel Harrison
Dell Hartmann
Kelli G. Harty
Nancy Hayes
Ryan and Bridget Hayes
Lori Heinrichs
Stu and Melanie Henderson

Mary Hendricks
Jason W. Hendrickson
Amy Hernandez
Michael Hiller
Cindy and Geoffrey Hirman
Brian Hissong
Paul and MaryKay Hobday
Tim and Kelly Holdgrafer
Nicholas Holt
Gwen and Justin Holzer
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Hommes
David Hooker
Anna L. Hooper
Bruce and Jeannine Hubbard
Chris Hughes
Jessica J. Hultgren
Donald R. Husband
Michael and Michelle Hyatt
Anthony Hyk
Emi Ito
Scott Jackson
Alan Johnson
Chad B. Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Thomas B. Johnson
Tracy Wessel Johnson
Tomiko Johnson-Kraus
James and Martha Justus
Ronald V. Kalin
Michael W. Kanitz
Raye C. Kanzenbach
Donald and Barbara Karel
Robert and Stefanie Karon
Barbara J. Kastanek
Mary Kaul-Hottinger and David 
	 Hottinger
Susan and Justin Kelly
Sheila and Christopher Kennelly
Kenneth and Susan Kephart
Jennifer and Doug Kerr
Helga R. Kessler
Kevin and Candace Ketelsleger
Jayne Khalifa
Joe and Denise Kirby
Scott and Mary Kirby
Steve and Barb Knapp
Barry and Julia Knight
Cindy Kokott
Kellis Korner
Kevin A. Kuhn
Sandra Kunert
James and Jean LaBreche
Joseph and Lisa Lanz
Julie and Dave Lee
Dan Lema
Lois Lenarz and Robert Kolasa
Dan and Bonnie Lewis
Annie Loch
Richard Loch
Kari L. Lucena
David J. Luebbe
Jeremy Luffey and Danielle Gibbs
William and Lorraine Lund
James A. Madich
Carolyn E. Magill

Dennis and Rhonda Malecek
Craig Malone
Wendy Marcano
Larry D. Matthews
W. and Melissa Maurer
Russell and Tracey Maziarka
Patrick and Arlene McCarthy
Michael and Mary McDonald
Lori McGinn
Bruce McGoogan
Sarah McPherson
Audrey Mears
Francisco J. Medina
Lee Meinerz
Mike A. Mergen
Steven Merwin
Gale D. Micka
Lisa Milan
Brian and Lori Milbrandt
Michael A. Miller
Theresa M. Miller
Ned Mollison
James Momon
Neil Monson
Richard Morabito
Julie M. Morman
Lori Morrin
Patty Morris
Kong M. Moua
Betsy Mueller
Craig A. Mulcahy
Tim and Danette Mulhere
Shrin and Lekha Murthy
Mark and Tammy Nagel
Nancy and Richard Nelson
Rose L. Nguyen
Marlys Nichols
Hilton and Carolyn Nicholson
Lisa and Scott Nicholson
Jessica Noaeill
Tom and Lucille Norkunas
Nick Norman
Deanna J. Nurnberg
Sean and Marnie O’Byrne
Dennis J. Oestreich
Kim Olson
Mary Olson
Susan Olson
David and Susanne Orenstein
Jim and Mary Overby
Mark K. Owens
Lethika Panicker
Renee Patnode
Jill Patrou
Sara Paul
Erin Payton
Barbara A. Pearson
Katherine Pereira
Patricia A. Peterson
Sheila Peterson
Wade Peterson
Ronald W. Pierce
Kerri L. Podewell
Jim Pohlad
Sheila M. Pokorny

Gregory S. Polski
Catherine Popp
James A. Quan
John Rasmussen
Julie and Eric Rethemeier
Justin Revenaugh
Channing W. Riggs
Cassandra Rogers
Gary and Catherine Roos
Julie A. Rose
Mike Rothstein
Donald R. Rudolph
Val Ruttenberg and Randall Pattee
Kathleen and Michael Ryan
Jeffrey A. Samayoa
Andrea and Gregory Sandager
Steven and Linda Sandvig
Jon Schell
Stacy Scheller
Gregory Schlafer
Diane M. Schmidt
Nathan and Kyra Schmitt
Tom and Jeanne Schnack
Mark Scholtes
Eric C. Schoneman
Max J. Schott III
Bryan M. Scott
Derek R. Scott
Mary Sears
David A. Serure
Michael J. Sharkey
Tim Shaughnessy
Allen A. Shaver
Richard and Karen Sherwood
B.J. Shultz
Nadia Siddiqui
Shakil and Patricia Siddiqui
Jeffery G. Siemon
James R. Simon
M. Gregory Simpson and 
	 Monta-Marie Hayner
Kimberlee Sinclair and 
	 Justin Caron
Kara and Ben Skjold
Jason Smith
Jill Smith
Phil and Schele Smith
Steven Smith
Melanie L. Snead
Tim and Jennifer Sorensen
Matthew Sorsoleil
David and Asmeda Spalding
William E. Stangler
Barbara J. Steinhauser
Catherine Stensrude
Silke M. Stevens
Michael Stilley
Christy Streff
Antonio Strother
John and Lynn Stumpf
Jay Sudit
David Swenson
Beth Tatge
John J. Tauer
Kristina J. Taylor



Name

Company or Organization Title

Street

City, State, Zip

Daytime Telephone E-mail

Please send me information about the following BBBS giving opportunities:

2008 Awards Gala
Alumni and Bigs Giving Campaign
Planned Giving Campaign
Volunteering at an event or on a fundraising committee
Cause Marketing Campaigns

I do not need giving information at this time

Spouse/Partner

Please Update My Contact Information
If you have updated contact information for BBBS’ records, please complete this form, tear on the dotted line above and return to 
BBBS at 2550 University Ave. West, Suite 410N, St. Paul, MN 55114. You may also include this form with your donation and mail in 
the enclosed remittance envelope. If you prefer, please e-mail the information to developmentteam@bigstwincities.org. Thank you!

Gifts Made January 1 - June 30, 2008 

12 Summer 2008

Franklyn Thayer
Scott Theisen
C. R. Thompson
Kevin E. Thompson
Lisa Thompson
Wayne Thorkelson
Brian and Annette Tigue
Judith Tilsen and James Lewis
Rodney and Judy Toft
Marshall and Rachael Tokheim
Francisco and Deborah Torres
Joanna Trapp Simpson
Eric N. Treschuk
Terri Trombley
Sara Tutewohl
Bruce A. Ulrich
Louise Ulrich
Richard and Karen Van Beusekom
Ralph Van Hoven
Bao Vang
Steve Vazquez
John and Sue Wagner
Steven and Beth Walen
Eric and Lisa Walker
Christopher Wall
John Wallace
Billy A. Walls
Jessica Welt
Steven and Vickie Wendt
Justin Westerlund
Barry and Stephanie Whalen
Pauline Z. Whelan
Maxwell White
Susan White
Jesse and Leanne Whitehead

Linda Hall Whitman
Helen and J. Kimball Whitney
Topeka T. Wilson
Jeremy Woelfel
Patricia K. Woodhouse
Jerry and Rhonda Woods
Rick Wriskey
Kim and Margaret Zander
James Zavodny, Jr.

$50-99
Jean Alaspa
James and Pam Allen
Kirsten Anderson
Anonymous - Ernst & Young
Anonymous - Family & 
	 Children’s Service
Anonymous - General Dynamics
Anonymous - General Electric
Anonymous - Rosemount-Apple 
	 Valley-Eagan ISD
Anonymous - Securian Financial 
	 Group
Erin and Philip Arndt
Jon F. Arnoldy
Roger Austin
Tonya Austin
Julie A. Baker
Robert Barnett
Anne and John Bartoloni
Calvin T. Baucum
Sally S. Bean
John M. Benzian
Jodi Bergerson
Jocelyn Bianchi

Gary and Dawn Bierwerth
Natasha Birch
Douglas and Kris Black
Glen Boedecker
Kara Breci
Andrea Breth and Richard Payne
Susan Brief
Mary and Ben Brock
David Bruce
Timothy Buchanan
Robert D. Byrne
Patricia Cameron
Michael R. Carey
Robert and Cindy Carlson
Christine Cheng
Vinh and Megan Chung
Brian L. Clark
Colleen Collette
Scott Collins
Jenny W. Cotton
Nicholas Dau
Donald and Deloris Delage
Jacob Dettmann
Cynthia M. DeVoe
Jimmy Diaz
Jennifer Djupstrom
Gerald D. Dodd
Thomas E. Dohm
MaryBeth Dordelinger
Dennis Dwyer
Bonnie M. Engler
Justin Fletcher
Donita R. Flodeen
Jay C. Fogelberg
Carol Jo L. Forneris

Jonathan J. Fredericks
Craig Freeman
Bo S. Fung
Keesha M. Gaskins
William D. Gossman
Jade Gotter
Paul A. Groe
Carly and Al Grogan
Paul and Karla Gulenchyn
Sara and Jeremy Gumke
Kristi A. Halverson
Donna Hanbery
Cody Hanson
Judith K. Hanson
Todd Hanson
Lisa Harden
Janis Hardie
Daniel B. Harrington
Cathleen Hartzheim
Allen and Lisa Heilman
Robyn L. Heimark
Nicole W. Hense
Kate L. Herr
Melissa Hillyer
Janelle L. Hoban
Christine and David Holm
Dennis Hopkins
Michael Huberty
Jeff and Sara Idle
Alex Iliff
Katie T. Imholte
Gloria J. Jameson
Kimberly and David Jegloski
Brenda Jennissen
Barbara J. Johnson
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Bruce C. Johnson
Kurt R. Johnson
Vicki L. Johnson
Judith E. Jones
Kristen Jovle
Michael A. Kaluzne
Mary and James Kandels
Ronald and Lauralyn Kane
David and Sherry Kanies
Barbara T. Kanyr
Catherine Kasel
Tim and Betsy Kauffman
Patrick D. Keis
Marilyn Kelly
Debra J. Kendall
Kevin Kienbaum
Dave A. Krech
Travis Lachinski
Kristin Lambrecht
Linda Larsen
Jeffrey Larson
Donald Lay
Pamela Layton
Lawrence Lehman
Mary V. Leinfelder
Steven and Renee Lentsch
Donald J. Lesher
Jess and Janet Lewis
Kent J. Lindell
Jessica M. Linnert
Karen Locke
Jason C. Lofgren
Rebecca Luger-Guillaume
Mark Lundquist
Curt MacKenzie
Stephanie M. Magloire
Philip G. Martin
Jennie D. Martzloff
George Mathews
Jennifer K. McGonigle
Barbara J. McNabb
Paul Meschke
J Meyer
Brad and Ann Mikiska
Holly Miller
Christopher Milow
Laura and Matthew Miner
Phil Minerich
Tracy Mishler
Gary J. Mithun
Steven and Michele Modjeski
Melissa Montgomery
Xenia Mora and Aida Del Carmen
Adele M. Moran
Joshua C. Muchow
James E. Muller
Brian and Jessica Murray
Daniel J. Nelson
Erika J. Nelson
Mary and Denny Nelson
Vinh Nguyen
Jean Nitchals
Nate Oberst
Theresa O’Connell
Nathan Oebser

Michael W. Ohmes
Jesse Okie and Mary Harrington
Ryan Olson
Stacey M. Orvik Garcia
Alex Pak
Christy Palla
Julie A. Parker
Sherman Patterson
Gregory T. Pederson
Dean and Melody Pekarek
Scott Peterkin
Brian A. Peters
Diane Peterson
Jay J. Picconatto
Larry and Cheryl Pietrzak
Annette Poelvoorde
Angela Poorman
Kendra Popov
Julie C. Porter
Todd J. Price
Eric L. Przybyla
Bill Pulles
Kathryn A. Rasmusson
Timothy Reardon
Tim Reynolds
Tracey Reynolds
Benjamin and Sarah Ries
Bryan Roark
Derek and Stacy Roe
Lisa A. Ruehlow
Jeremy S. Rufsvold
Justin Rzutkiewicz
Sally Sabathier
Regina M. Salmonson
Michelle and Michael Sandholm
Chad and Kristi Schillinger
Linda A. Schintz
Joe Schlosser
Mark Schmitz
Shelly Schoeberl
Tonya and Heiko Schoenfuss
Patricia J. Schroedl
Cathy and Randall Schwichtenberg
Michael P. Seaton
Natalie K. Sepeda
Loren Sewall
Christopher J. Shovein
Deborah Silvan and 
	 Betty Ann Moore
Stuart and Jennifer Simek
Margaret Simons
Michael P. Sis
Mary A. Smalley
Michon D. Smiley
Jason and Linda Smith
Joe Smith
Tammy Smith
Christopher W. Solheid
Brian Soller
Mike K. Sorvari
Lawanda Spears
Andrea Speckel
Gary W. Starks
Micah R. Strom
John Szpylka

Josh and Laura Tallen
James and Paige Tarara
Russell Testa and Charles Salmen
Rebecca Thompson
Stanley and Beverly Thompson
Stephen and Noreen Thompson
Lisa M. Truwe
Raymond and Mary Turcotte
Sarah E. Vesterso
Mara Vlasak Johnson
Taryn L. Vormestrand
Stacey L. Wagley
Jeffrey Ward
Meg Ward
Robert and Ann Weber
Greg Weigel
David Wilkie
Stacy Wirth
Samuel Wolfson
Kindra Wray
Bradley T. Yliniemi
Timothy A. Zensen
Bill and Cathy Zucco

ORGANIZATIONAL 
DONORS
$100,000-500,000
Fred C. and Katherine B. 
	 Andersen Foundation
Greater Twin Cities United Way

$50,000-99,000
Allianz Life Insurance Company 
	 of  North America
The Curtis L. Carlson Family 
	 Foundation
The McKnight Foundation

$10,000-49,999
Benfield, Inc.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
	 America
Carlson Companies
Ecolab Foundation
Ecolab, Inc.
Federated Insurance Foundation, 
	 Inc.
Medtronic Foundation
SUPERVALU Foundation

$5,000-9,999
ADC Foundation
Ameriprise Financial Gift 
	 Matching Program
Cummins Power Generation
General Mills
Imation Corporation
International Dairy Queen
Margaret Rivers Fund
RBC Dain Rauscher
United eWay
Western Bank
Xcel Energy Inc.

$1,000-4,999
3M Company
Andersen Corporation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
	 Minnesota
BNC Asset Management Inc.
Cisco
Data Recognition Corporation
Graco Foundation
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.
Kopp Family Foundation
North Star Events
Prime Therapeutics
Thrivent Financial for 
	 Lutherans Foundation
Tradition Capital Bank
United Way of McLeod County
Vital Images
Watson Wyatt & Company
Wells Fargo Foundation

$100-999
3M Club Afro American 
	 Society Club
Bank of the West Employee 
	 Giving Program
Certes Financial Pros
CSM Corporation
Duc’s Restaurant
Employee Relations Associates, Inc.
Ernst & Young
Event Lab, LLC
ING
InSitu Technologies Inc
Kowalski’s Markets
LaFrenz Family Foundation
Liberty Diversified Industries, Inc.
Maria of Bloomfield Hills
MC Ventures, Inc.
Medtronic, Inc.
Minneapolis Jewish Day School
MME Enterprises, LLC
National Concierge Association - 
	 Minnesota
NeoMetrics
Nordic Services, Inc.
Premier Bank Minnesota
Quality Bicycle Products, Inc.
Ritz Camera Centers, Inc.
Saint Paul East Side Lions Club
Shakopee Lions Club
Snap Fitness Chrestotes Foundation
Sun Microsystems,  Inc.
T.D. Wright, Inc.
Tom Reid’s Hockey City Pub
Twin City Produce Supplies, Inc.
United Way of Greater Milwaukee
WW Johnson Meat Co.
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$1-99
Advanced Therapeutic Massage, 
	 Inc.
Affinity Group
Alliance Card, Inc.
Allstate Giving Campaign
Breck
Comprehensive Financial 
	 Resources
Fairrow Chiropractic, P.A.
Lockheed Martin Charities of 
	 Choice Campaign
Looksharp Construction & 
	 Remodeling
M & A Melberg
McKesson Foundation Inc.
Mesa Holdings, LLC
Missionfish
Okeleye Insurance Agency
Richard Day Research, Inc
Summit Painting Restoration
Tripletree, LLC
Unity Church-Unitarian of St. Paul

GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES
Anoka Hennepin School District 11
City of New Brighton
Hennepin County
Minnesota Department of 
	 Corrections
U.S. Department of Health and 
	 Human Services

IN-KIND DONORS
3M Community Affairs
Agassi Charitable Foundation
AirTran Airways
Allianz Life Insurance Company 
	 of North America
Scott Andrew
Anonymous
Archiver’s
Autopia
B96 KTTB

Chris Barich
Bearpath Golf & Country Club
Begin With Your Skin Medspa
Best Buy Company
Bluefin Bay Resort
Linda and Dale Blyth
Michael and Mary Ellen Brooks
Burnsville Eye Clinic
Sarah Buxton and Julie Brown
Lisa Byrne and Joe Oberzut
Camp Cherith
Carlson Companies
Joan Carvalho
Certes Financial Pros
Chalet Dental Care
Classics by David
Comcast
CT Ryan Studios
Steve Cullins
DFS Media
DVA Brand Communications
Evantage Consulting
Fine Art Children’s Photography
Jon and Karen Fisk
FSI International, Inc.
Steve Ghizoni
Gibson Musical Instruments
Roxanne Givens
Thomas and Mary Gormley
Guthrie Theater
Dave Hallett
Monica Handlos
Cindy and Geoffrey Hirman
Shirley J. Hughes
Donald R. Husband
Hyatt Regency Minneapolis
Josh Hackney Photography
David Kaercher
Kiddywampus
Kodak
Jamie Kotek
Terri Kruger
Lake Wapogasset Lutheran 
	 Bible Camp
Gloria and Craig Lewis
Lifetime Fitness Foundation
Rich Lightsey
Macy’s Fur Department
Mahogany Bay
Thomas Marhevka

Ryan McNally
Bill McNeely
Minnesota Swarm
Minnesota Timberwolves
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings Football 
	 Club, Inc.
Minnesota Wild
Kurt Nierengarten
Normandale Veterinary Hospital
NorthStarSoul.com
Old Dutch Foods
Ordway Center for the 
	 Performing Arts
Panera Bread
Park Tavern Bowling & 
	 Entertainment Center
Rick Petrekovic
Ellison and Whitney Pidot
Bob Pratt
Robert Ryan
Sadie’s Floral, LLC
Chris Saladin
Dr. Thomas M. Schmidt
Mats Sexton
SFX World Sports Management
Scott Shepard
Shop NBC
Barbara Shotwell
Simply Organic Beauty
Peter Spink
Spire Design Group
St. Paul Saints Baseball
Stages Theater
Stoner & Associates
James Sunderland
The Depot Minneapolis - 
	 Renaissance Hotel
The Firm
The Stadium

Dr. Reed V. Tuckson and 
	 Mrs. Margie M. Tuckson
David Tully
Twiggs Salonspa
UBS Financial Services
United Concordia Dental
Urban Mass Media Group
Virchow, Krause & Co., LLP
Heather West
Zel Skin & Laser Specialists
Tricia Zimmerman

WORKPLACE GIVING
Allstate Giving Campaign
America’s Charities, Inc.
Ameriprise Financial Gift 
	 Matching Program
AT&T United Way Employee 
	 Giving Campaign
Bank of the West Employee 
	 Giving Program
Chevron Texaco People 
	 Making a Difference Cam-
paign
City of New Brighton
Ecolab, Inc.
GMAC-RFC
ING
JustGive
KPMG
Michaud Cooley Erickson & 
	 Associates, Inc.
Network for Good
Prudential Foundation
Thrivent Financial for 
	 Lutherans Foundation
Wachovia Foundation
Wells Fargo Community 
	 Support Campaign

HONORARY CONTRIBUTIONS
In Honor of...			   Donated by...
Tommie Braddock		  Bonnie Bennett
Catherine & Jeff Burbank wedding	 Kathleen Kampa
Ed Christie’s retirement		  Margaret Mindrum
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
In Memory of…
Robert Allen

Donated by…
Affinity Group
Jerry and Lori Allen
Melvin and Helen Allen
Richard and Connie Ambrose
Kristine J. Arias
Brian and Katherine Avery
Nancy Barlage
Kathleen Baumann
Suzanne Blackburn and Paul Gerlach
Dean and Nancy Carlson
Joy B. Coppola
James Fisher
Peggy Fisher and Larry Stelter
Marcia and Timothy Fox
Scott and Marie Garberg
Pamela S. Gerber
John and Jane Guild
Mary and Wayne Heideman
Mollie and Bob Hildebrandt
Stewart and Debra Hoge
David and Bonnie Idstrom
Wayne and Rita Knoll
Michele Kunz
Linda L. Larson
Bill and Stephanie McKenna
Mesa Holdings, LLC
Sally Meyer
Michael and M. Christine Newell
Ruth Opatz
James and Betty Plumedahl
Pauline E. Prall
Stephanie Prudden
Norma A. Reed
Jeffrey and Gwen Robley
Michael and Ellen Sayer
Lawrence and Charlene Seid
Jennifer and Terry Stein
Mildred B. Thorp
John and Barbara Timmer
Gerald and Jeanne Walstead
Nancy and Dennis Watson
Ann and Jack Williams

James J. Hanser

Carolyn K. McCanless

Ross M. Alwin

Gary and Cary Zahrbock

Sally Sue Carlson

Helen Fashant

Patti Hague’s father, Paul

Steve Oliker

I became a Big Brother when I was 22 years old and single. 
My Little Brother, Brian, was 10 years old. We spent the next 
five years going out for ice cream, cutting down Christmas 
trees, carving out pumpkins, and going to the circus, the fair 
and the water park. Brian and I both loved baseball, so he 
came to my games, and I helped him learn to pitch. Brian’s 
parents divorced and he rarely got the opportunity to see 
his father. So, over those years I taught Brian how to tie a 
tie, blend a milk shake, drive a boat, roller skate and bowl. I 
bought him his first bicycle, his first baseball glove and his 
first stereo. We had talks about school, drugs, girls and his 
future.
 
As the years went on, I was there to watch Brian graduate 
from high school and later from college (where he played 
baseball and was named to All State). I got married when 
I was 28, and Brian was one of the ushers at my wedding. 
Seven years after my marriage, Brain got married, and I was 
an usher at his wedding.  
 
It’s been 27 years since I met Brian. Today, I’m 49 with three 
teenagers of my own. My son is playing high school base-
ball, and my oldest daughter will be going to the University 
of Minnesota in the fall. I’ve had my family out to see Brian, 
his beautiful wife Melanie and their three young boys who 
live in a modest home near Bowling Green, Ohio. Brian and 
his wife own a day care facility, and Brian coaches the junior 
varsity baseball team at the local high school. Every year, my 
kids still ask me whether we will be stopping in to see Uncle 
Brian over the holidays.  

 
So, for just a 
few hours a 
week – during 
a time when 
this boy was 
in need of a 
father figure 
– I was able 
to mold the 
life of a young 
man who has 

become a father in his own right. Brian (and his mother) 
wrote me many letters over the years thanking me for 
entering into that relationship and telling me how much of 
a difference I had made in their lives. It was only last month 
that Brian picked up the phone and called me again.  He still 
refers to me as his Big. Once again, we got caught up laugh-
ing at the great times we had together as single men.

Pictured above: Big Brother Dave, left, with Little Brother Brian, 
right, in 2000. Included is Dave’s son, Mitchell, bottom left, 
and Brian’s first son, Nicholas, top right.

The Power of Mentoring: 
Dave Luebbe’s Story
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St. Paul, MN 55114


