




GROUND RULES

1. The Big Brother/Big Sister does not become involved in the discipline of the Little Brother/Little Sister. The volunteer is a friend, not a parent

2. The parent does not deprive the LB/LS of contact with the volunteer as a means of discipline.

3. The BB/BS does not spend time in the LB/LS home; this will avoid involvement with other family members. BB/BS must check in with guardian at the beginning and end of each visit.

4. The BB/BS does not include siblings or other family members in match activities.

5. The parent does not request favors of the volunteer

6. The volunteer does not assume legal responsibility for the LB/LS. If a problem arises, the Big will not intercede for the parent.

7. The volunteer will not assume financial responsibility for the child or family. Expenses incurred during outings should be shared, depending upon individual financial situations.

8. The parent does not involve the BB/BS in family problems where the “Big” would be used as a disciplinarian or go between with the parent/child relationship.

9. The volunteer and parent will communicate about match activities so as to avoid schedule conflicts or misunderstandings.

10. It is the policy of BBBS of Central Missouri that there will be no overnight visits allowed between match mates in the first six months of the match. Overnight visits after the initial six-month match period must be approved by the Match Support Specialist and written parental support for such a visit must be confirmed one week prior to match activity. 

11. It is the policy of BBBS of Central Missouri that no trips within the initial six-month match period will be taken that will exceed a one hour driving distance from the Little’s home unless permission is given by the BBBS staff and written parental support is received in the office one week prior to match activity.

12. Foul language, the consumption of drugs, alcohol or other such inappropriate behaviors are prohibited prior to and during a match activity.

13. LB/LS must wear a safety belt when in a vehicle.

14. All precautions must be exhibited when match activities include water sports.

15. Parent and BB/BS should discuss ratings of movies/videos.

16. Big Brother/Big Sister understands there is absolutely no texting or phone usage       while driving Little.

17. The Big and Little will not text or call others during match outings, unless absolutely necessary, to promote the quality of the relationship. 

18. The Volunteer and Family must follow the match support schedule as explained to them at the match. A copy of the support schedule will be given to each match participant. Failure to contact the office could result in match closure.
19. The BB/BS understands and agrees that at all times during the match outings, the LB/LS is their sole responsibility. The BB/BS will not leave the child alone with, or in the care of, another person.
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