
A Boy In Need of a Male Role Model
Nine-year-old Tony has not had it easy. Since 
his father left at age three, Tony has lacked a 
male role model and has been more emotion-
ally vulnerable than other boys his age. Tony’s 
mother, who is raising him and his sister Jessica 
alone, works late two evenings each week, leav-
ing Tony to find activities to keep himself busy...          
typically at the local YMCA. 

“It’s been difficult to balance working as a single 
mom and raising two children,” said Tony’s 
mother, Sayonara. “I try to teach them to be 
more active and to get involved in activities 
instead of watching TV and playing video games 
all day. Since their dad left, Tony has longed for a 
male figure in his life.” 

Like thousands of other parents, she turned to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago 
(BBBSMC) to help her child. BBBSMC Enrollment 

and Match Specialists set out to find Tony a Big 
Brother who could provide the supportive friend-
ship he needed. They found that match in Craig.

A Man Who Wanted to Give Back
“I wanted to do something where I felt like I was 
making a difference on a more personal level 
than just contributing money. This program 
offers a fun and easy way to make a difference 
in the life a child right in my community,” said 
Craig Lewandowski, a Commercial Editor from 
Optimus here in Chicago. “Also, my parents 
divorced when I was young so I felt I could iden-
tify with a child who is lacking that male role 
model. I finally made my decision while watch-
ing an episode of Oprah with my wife.”

Making the Right Match
Like many of the children on the BBBSMC wait-
ing list, Tony lives in one of the areas where there 
are fewer volunteer male mentors.  
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“Tony waited for two long years for a Big Brother 
and attended activities for children on the wait-
ing list on a regular basis just to stay involved,” 
said Sayonara. “Now he’s excited to start a new 
friendship with Craig.” 

Craig and Tony have already had several activi-
ties together including hanging out at a White 
Sox Game sponsored by Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
“I myself was excited to see the smile on Tony’s 
face at the event,” said Art Mollenhauer, CEO 
of BBBSMC. “It makes what we do worthwhile, 
matching Littles like Tony, with Bigs like Craig.”

“Mentoring a little brother in this program is 
still really new to me, but I like Tony a lot,” said 
Craig, who is committed to helping Tony face his 
challenges. “This is not a standard type of rela-
tionship you come across in life, so it has been 
a learning process for both of us. I am glad to 
help Tony in any way I can. And I enjoy our time 
together. We have a lot of fun.”

With Tony – and more recently, Tony’s sister 
Jessica – matched with a Big, the BBBSMC 
program has helped the whole family. “Being 
a single mom with barely any family to help is 
difficult,” said Sayonara. “If Tony’s Big Brother and 
Jessica’s Big Sister can step in and be that extra 
reinforcement, then this program makes a big 
difference in our family’s future.”  

If you would like to become a mentor or know 
someone who can make a difference for a child 
on the waiting list, please contact Big Brothers 
Big Sisters at 312-427-0637.  

(L to R): Little Brother Tony 

smiles BIG with his new 

Big Brother Craig. Regular 

outings together provide 

Tony the positive male role 

model he craves and offer 

Craig an opportunity to 

give back to his community 

on a personal level.



You may think hundreds of people coming 
together for food and fun at one of Chicago’s 
great parks is the epitome of a typical summer 
picnic. Well, on July 21st when more than 400 
Bigs, Littles and their families came together at 
Grant Park for our Annual BIG Picnic, the event 
was much, much more than typical.

For many of our children and their families, a 
day together surrounded by a supportive and 
accepting community is all too rare. Yet, in late 
July, hundreds of family members joined us for 
a day of fun and camaraderie – enjoying activi-
ties from water balloon tosses, to exciting door 
prizes and delicious picnic fare – to celebrate 
their relationship with their matches and the 
value the BBBSMC extended community brings 
to their family.

An important part of that extended family 
was the team from Spencer Stuart, who gen-
erously sponsored the day’s events for the 
second year in a row. 

“Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan 
Chicago plays a tremendous role in enrich-
ing the lives and development of so many of 
the region’s children,” said Bob Shields, head 
of the global executive search firm’s Chicago 
office. “We feel privileged to support BBBS 
as the Annual Picnic Sponsor and to work 
directly with children and their matches at this 
wonderful event. For our own team, the event 
promotes teamwork, fun and a greater sense 
of connectedness with our local community. 
We hope to be able to sponsor the event in 
future years.”

Thank you to Spencer Stuart for their gen-
erous financial sponsorship and for the 
tremendous volunteer support they provided 
to make the Annual Picnic a celebration like 
no other.   
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“Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Metropolitan Chicago plays a 
tremendous role in enriching 
the lives and development of so 
many of the region’s children.”

CORPORATE MARKETING PARTNER 

A Reason to Celebrate
Annual BIG Picnic Hosted by Spencer Stuart Celebrates BBBSMC Community 

The Annual BIG Picnic held at Grant Park, sponsored by Spencer Stuart, provided more than 400 Bigs, Littles 
and their families the chance to come together for games, food and good, old-fashioned summer fun.

A NOTE FROM...

Our CEO 
Art Mollenhauer 

This autumn, as we reflect on the important role 
BBBSMC currently has on more than a thousand chil-
dren in our community, it is important to remember 
that there is so much more to do. While we are proud 
of the matches we’ve made and the commitment of 
our volunteers, dedicated staff members and generous 
donors, we look ahead to the thousands of additional 
area children who are currently waiting to be served. 

With a successful program like ours, why are there so 
many children on our waiting list?

Like so many things in life, it takes resources of time and 
funding to make our work possible. Due to gentrifica-
tion patterns in the past decade, more of our target 
families are dispersing into different neighborhoods 
and suburbs where we do not yet have established 
recruitment programs. In addition, most volunteers are 
concerned about the time commitment needed for 
our Program. As you read in the attached story about 
Tony and Craig, we work to alleviate these concerns by 
matching a volunteer with a child in close proximity to 
them and asking for a time commitment of only five to 
seven hours a month.   

We are always working on creative solutions to serve 
more children in our region who need our help and 
have identified a number of programming partner-
ships, including the one with the Boys and Girls Club 
of Chicago you will read about in this newsletter. 
Through these new programs, we anticipate more 
than doubling the number of children we serve in the 
next year alone.

To make all of this possible, this month we announced 
the “Match Across Chicago” Campaign to raise one 
million dollars to fund and sustain this growth. We 
invite you to join. If you’re interested in sponsoring 
a match like Tony and Craig or a program like the 
BGCC/BBBSMC mentoring program, please go to 
our website at www.bbbschgo.org or call Director 
of Individual Giving Gerri Cicchinelli at 312-427-0637, 
ext.117 for more information. 

Thank you for your past, present and future support. 
Remember- you can make a difference! It means the 
world to the children we serve.

Sincerely,
Art Mollenhauer, CEO BBBSMC
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When it comes to supporting at-risk youth in 
Metropolitan Chicago, few organizations have a 
stronger track record for established, successful 
programming than Boys and Girls Club and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters. That’s why a new partner-
ship between the two offers so much potential.

“By combining the resources and expertise 
of our two great organizations, we are able 
to deliver high quality mentoring at multiple 
locations across the city,” said BBBSMC CEO Art 
Mollenhauer. “It is an ideal partnership and one 
we look forward to building in years to come.”

Beginning October 2007, Boys and Girls Club 
of Chicago and Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Metropolitan Chicago have partnered to further 
expand a mentoring program to be held at 
BGCC sites throughout the City and Suburbs. 
The program, based on the BBBSMC “club based 

mentoring” model, will pair adults with local 
children to participate in a structured mentoring 
program at the clubs one evening each week. 
The program will initially serve approximately 
50 children at five clubs located throughout the 
area. However, the organizations hope to expand 
the program to serve hundreds of children at 
local BGCC locations over the next year. 

“Through our combined efforts BBBSMC and 
BGCC will be able to serve more of Chicago’s 
youth by encompassing a greater effective area 
of outreach, and ultimately co-creating a deeper 
community impact through our shared mentor-
ship program” said Robert Howard, President 
and CEO of BGCC.

If your organization is interested in partnering 
with BBBSMC, call Dianne Amos, Director of 
Partnerships, at 312-427-0637 ext. 116.  

CORPORATE PROGRAM PARTNER 

A Life-Changing Collaboration
Boys and Girls Club + Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago 

The Boys and Girls Club of Chicago 
(BGCC) location in Uptown is one 
of five BGCC sites to be used for a 
new Big Brothers Big Sisters club-
based mentoring program. The 
two organizations have formed a 
partnership to deliver high-quality 
mentor programming to more 
at-risk youth throughout the area.

People make Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Metropolitan Chicago great. And one of those 
tremendous individuals is Board of Directors Vice 
President Mark Kaufman, winner of the 2007 
President’s Distinguished Service Award. The 
award, which is given each year to an exception-
al Board member who has served for three years 
or less, recognizes Mark’s commitment to Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and his outstanding initiative 
and leadership in many areas. 

President of AthletiCo, an outpatient rehabilita-
tion and fitness services company committed 
to providing exceptional, progressive and cost-
efficient care that emphasizes patient education 
and injury prevention, Mark has generously 
shared his keen business skills and concern for 
the community to better BBBSMC. He is a mem-
ber of the Board’s executive committee and has 
taken personal initiative to lead multiple fund 
raising activities resulting in more than $75,000 
for the agency. Finally, he has shared his passion 
for BBBSMC with his employees, creating a work 
environment that supports employees’ interests 
in becoming mentors.

Mark lives in Oakbrook, Illinois with his wife, Mary 
Ann, and three children. We congratulate him 
on this award and thank him for his compassion, 
time and leadership. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS CORNER

Mark Kaufmann Receives 
President’s Distinguished 
Service Award 

Our donors contributions 
change the lives of our 
Littles everyday .

The following donors  
are   recognized for their 
gifts of $500.00 or more  
to BBBSMC between  
July 1, 2007 and  
October 26, 2007.

President’s Circle  
$25,000 & above

Big Brothers Big Sisters  
of America

Kraft Employee Fund Chicago
Topfer Family Foundation

Dream Maker Circle 
$10,000 & above

City of Chicago
GGP Limited Partnership
HSBC – North America
Mark A. Kaufman*
Joe T. McIntosh*
Oce North America, Inc.
Staubach Midwest, LLC.
William Waddell*

Magic Maker Circle 
$5,000 & above

AthletiCo, LTD.
Fireworks for Kids Foundation
General Electric
Christopher N. Macke*

David M. Mattenson*
McGraw Foundation
Merrill Lynch Capital
Sarah Stratton
Greg Watson*
United Way of Metro Chicago
Brian Wrubel*

Match Maker Circle 
$1,000 & above

Billy Bailes
Bere Foundation, Inc.
Xerxes K. Bhote*
Buffoons, Inc.
Eric J. Dahl*
Brian Fahrney*
Dwight Floyd
James Green
Sally Ann Hagan

John B. Hirsch*
Iwan Foundation
Michael C. Lynch*
McDonald’s Corporation
Mark D. Meersman
Eric Nixon
Thomas C. Novosel*
Greg Raus
Holly Reed*
Ruth & Frederick Spiegel 
Foundation

Sage Foundation
Bradley Schmarak
Schwab Fund for Charitable 
Giving

University of Illinois at 
Chicago

Worldbridge Partners

Circle of Friends 
$500 & above

Pradeep Anbudaiyan
Rich Butler
Benjamin Chereskin
Thomas Evans
Evanston Northwestern 
Healthcare

Fado Pubs, Inc.
Maria Garcia – Herrmann
Dexter Giffard
Derek Kania
Michael Lewis
Sam Lucas
Jason Mueller
Andrew W. Oberwager
O’Brien Recycling Corp.
Thomas O’Brien
Todd Pombert
Brian Richards

Diana Riekse
Rob Schmidt
Mark Schroeder
The Dow Chemical Company
Brian Townsend
Kenneth Unterberg
Rebecca Weinberg
Thomas Wiedel

To make a donation to  
our agency: Use the  
enclosed BBBSMC Appeal 
Envelope or contact Gerri 
Cicchinelli, Director of 
Individual Giving, at  
312-427-0637 ext. 117 or  
visit www.bbbschgo.org  
for more details.

* Denotes BBBSMC Board  Member

THIRD QUARTER DONORS: JULY 1, 2007 TO OCTOBER 26, 2007

BBBSMC Thanks Our Quarterly Donors for Making a Difference
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Chairman of the Board

David M. Mattenson, Partner
Kanter, Mattenson,      
Morgan & Gordon

Vice President

Michael C. Lynch, Partner
Lantern Partners

Vice President

John J. Compernolle, 
Senior Vice President
Bank of America

Vice President

Arleen Dalton, 
Vice President of 
Business Development
General Growth Properties

Vice President

Mark A. Kaufman, President
AthletiCo

Secretary

Carolyn Tilden, President
CataQuest Consulting, LLP

Treasurer

Thomas C. Novosel, 
National Managing Partner
Construction, Real Estate & 

Hospitality Practices
Grant Thornton, LLP

Past President

Jack Downing,          
Managing Partner
WorldBridge Partners

Chief Executive Officer

Art Mollenhauer
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Metropolitan Chicago

Board Members

Gary Abrahams  
M. Grace & Company

Linda Allen 
JP Morgan Treasury Services

The Honorable Callie L. Baird     
Circuit Court of Cook County

Xerxes K. Bhote 
TJM Investments, LLC

Peter J. Birnbaum 
Attorneys’Title Guaranty 
Fund, Inc.

Peter Borzak 
Pine Tree Commercial Realty, 
LLC

R. Craig Breese 
Honeywell

Eric J. Dahl 
Bernstein Global Wealth 
Management

Brian J. Fahrney 
Sidley Austin, LLP

John Fell 
Advantage Packaging

Richard M. Franklin 
Warady & Davis, LLP

Leonard C. Goodman, 
Attorney

John B. Hirsch,  
Attorney (Retired)

Oscar D. Johnson, Jr. 
Charter One Bank

Jamie A. Kieffer 
Leo Burnett USA, Inc.

Mark Landolt 
Creata-Chicago

Sandra L. Linn 
Northern Trust

Christopher N. Macke 
G.E. Equity Investments

Joseph McCoy 
SchwartzCooper

Joe T. McIntosh 
Merrill Lynch & Co.

Tom Monson 
Jenner & Block, LLP

Henry J. Nord

Larry Pearlman 
Corven, Inc.

Holly Reed

Chad Simmons 
Kraft Foods

Dr. Marilyn Stocker 
Wisdom Work, Inc.

Dean J. Teglia 
Accenture

William Waddell 
Smith Barney

Greg Watson 
McDonald’s Corporation

Brian Wrubel 
Marquette Associates, Inc. 
 

New Board  
Spotlight 

Welcome to the  
newest members  
of our Board of 
Directors:  

Eric J. Dahl
Vice President of  
Bernstein Global  
Wealth Management

Sandra L. Linn
Senior Vice President  
of Northern Trust

Chad Simmons
Associate Director of 
Human Resources of  
Kraft Foods.

560 West Lake Street, 5th Floor
Chicago Illinois 60661
www.bbbschgo.org

 

Our Board of Directors for BBBSMC


